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Notice to the Profession and Public 
Electronic Hearings Update 

August 27, 2020 

The purpose of this Notice is to confirm that the Court of Appeal will continue to use 
electronic hearings for all Court proceedings until at least November 1, 2020.   
This decision has been guided by several considerations including the current public health 
status of the province, the continued need to minimize traffic to the courthouses, the 
benefits in making appellate courtrooms available for trial use, the importance of 
preserving the health and safety of all court participants and assuring the future utility of, 
and access to, remote hearings while, at the same time, ensuring continued access to the 
Court of Appeal during this pandemic.   

This means that all proceedings will continue to be heard via audioconference or 
videoconference or other available electronic platforms.  

Electronic hearings are held in a virtual courtroom with the parties to an appeal, the panel 
of judges, other participants and the general public able to connect remotely via 
videoconference or audioconference using a unique link or access code.  

The Court is committed to continuously improving electronic hearings. Participants should 
visit the Court’s Announcement page on the Court’s website at 
https://albertacourts.ca/ca/publications/announcements for any new information on 
guidelines and procedures posted after the date of this Notice.  

In the meantime, the current processes and guidelines for electronic hearings are set out in 
the March 23, 2020 and July 6, 2020 Notices to the Profession and Public which continue 
to govern. The links to these are as follows:  

• March 23 - COVID-19 Court of Appeal Response
• July 6, 2020: Electronic Hearings: Update for Attendance and Resource Reminders
• July 6, 2020: New Procedure for Electronic Hearings - Confidentiality or Privacy

Concerns

Information on attending an electronic hearing and related resources for counsel and self-
represented litigants are available on the Court’s website. Links to these also follow:   

• Guide for Connecting and Attending Electronic Hearings for Counsel and Self-
Represented Litigants 
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https://albertacourts.ca/ca/publications/announcements
https://www.albertacourts.ca/ca/publications/announcements/notice-to-public-and-profession---covid-19
https://www.albertacourts.ca/ca/publications/announcements/notice-to-the-profession-and-public---electronic-hearings---update-for-attendance-and-resource-reminders
https://www.albertacourts.ca/ca/publications/announcements/notice-to-the-profession-and-public---new-procedure-for-electronic-hearings-confidentiality-or-privacy-concerns
https://www.albertacourts.ca/ca/publications/announcements/notice-to-the-profession-and-public---new-procedure-for-electronic-hearings-confidentiality-or-privacy-concerns
https://albertacourts.ca/docs/default-source/ca/guide-for-connecting-and-attending-electronic-hearings-for-counsel-and-srl.pdf?sfvrsn=5f589380_2
https://albertacourts.ca/docs/default-source/ca/guide-for-connecting-and-attending-electronic-hearings-for-counsel-and-srl.pdf?sfvrsn=5f589380_2
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• Guide for Viewing Electronic Hearings for Public and Media 
• Court’s Policy on the Use of Electronic Devices in Courtrooms 

For questions or concerns about participating in an electronic hearing, please contact the 
Registry by email: 

• Calgary matters: Calgary.Registry@albertacourts.ca 
• Edmonton matters: Edmonton.Registry@albertacourts.ca 

Or by telephone: 

• Calgary matters: 403-297-2206 (Fax: 403-297-5294) 
• Edmonton matters: 780-422-2416 (Fax: 780-422-4127) 

 
 

 
       Catherine A. Fraser  
       Chief Justice of Alberta 
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